
 - 1 - 

Station Road, Thurstaston, Wirral, Merseyside, CH61 0HN 
www.dee-sc.co.uk   mainsheet@dee-sc.co.uk   0151 648 2300 

DEE SAILING CLUB 

Yet another year draws to a close, and I am left 

wondering where it went. We all make promises at 

the start of the New Year, will sail more, speak 

with that old school friend. Time and events 

always take over and I for one haven’t 

accomplished as much as I would liked to. Part of 

which I can put down to this time last year I was 

not expecting to be Commodore of Dee Sailing 

Club.  

 

My wife Sarah was asked to be on the General 

Committee when Mark Carrington was 

Commodore; she did the first two years before 

commitments with school governors took 

precedent, as we had three children at the same 

school. I volunteered to take her place and pay 

back some of the enjoyment I had with the Club, 

believing it was only for one year. Oh how wrong 

could I be? 

Commodores Report 
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It has been a real privilege to be your Commodore; 

I must admit I have had the advantage of a 

fantastic Sailing Committee who are very forward 

thinking and challenging and a truly wonderful 

General Committee. I have been fortunate enough 

to be invited to our kindred clubs do’s, seeing 

outside our box so to speak. Whilst speaking to 

other Commodore’s and club members I have 

always come home with the thoughts of what a 

GREAT club we are, not only having the best view 

but actually moving forward in an age of people 

not wanting to be part of a club. You only need to 

look at golf clubs, fifteen years ago you could not 

join one for love or money, now they are screaming 

out for new members even very well established 

clubs. 

  

As a club we have achieved many things this year, 

2008 and beyond promises even more, especially 

our centenary year in 2009.  

 

All it leaves me to say have a wonderful New Year, 

fair winds and kind seas. 

 

Regards, 

 
Mike 

December  2007

By Mike Hilton 
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Notices 

New Newsletter System 

In the club’s continued efforts in reaching the widest 

possible membership with continued and updated 

news, we have now implemented a newsletter solution.  

Please take your time, if you’re on the internet, to visit 

the club’s website (www.dee-sc.co.uk) and click on the 

‘newsletters’ link on the banner.  This new system puts 

you in control of what emails you receive and gives you 

an easy way of ‘opting-out’ 

 

Pin-Pads 

It’s that time again, when we need to change the codes 

on the car park barrier and the side door.  [Ed: Codes 

removed from the online version, please refer to your 

mailed copy for the new code].  For now both codes 

work, however the old **** will be removed at some 

point in the New Year so please start using the new 

code. 

 

Friday Nights 

The Clubhouse is open every Friday evening from 

6pm, following the recent redecoration and 

implementation of an outdoor smoking policy. Gather 

at the club for an after-work wind-down from 6pm, 

with the family, or without! It's the ideal way to plan 

your weekend's sailing strategy, and failing that, it will 

get you out of making tea. (Just remember to pick it 

up the way home). For the more romantically inclined, 

why not enjoy a sun-downer together, watching a 

fabulous sunset over the Welsh hills beyond the 

estuary.  

Note: Sunsets must be ordered in advance and will be 

made available at the bartender's sole discretion. 

 

Annual Hotpot Supper 

A night of Hotpot (obviously), comedy (by way of the 

Commodores speech) and an actual comedian all 

mixed up with some rather special drinks promotions, 

means this is an event not to miss.  Get your tickets 

now! 

 

Get your tickets from behind 

the bar for Annual Hotpot 

Supper.  Buy them now as 

numbers are limited!! 

 

 

Club Steward 

 

For the regular visitors to the club this will be old 

news, but at the end of the summer our Bar 

Manager Mary Shaw decided to move onto 

pastures greener having worked at the club for 

over seven years.  The club therefore decided it 

was not only time to find someone new, but 

looker at what role best serves the club, and to 

that extent advertised for a club steward.  After 

exhaustive searches, and numerous attempts to 

head-hunt only the most suitable candidates, the 

club appointed Kevin Watson.  Kevin has many 

years experience at running the bars in private 

members clubs, as has been seen in the past 

serving a pint or two at Wallasey Yacht club.  

Please drop down and say hello to our newest 

member of staff. 

 

National Champion 
 

Congratulations to Cameron Douglas who won the 

Laser 4.7 Inland National Championships at the 

beginning of November. 
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Cruisers 
By Gregg Cooper 

 

There is hopefully going to be an increase in the 

number of small cruisers on the moorings in 2008. 

Sadly part of this is due to the demise of LBSA racing 

and the decrease in that fleet. Perhaps they will come 

back in a future season. 

In the meantime the Sailing Committee is arranging a 

program of racing to include the “Pocket cruisers” 

together with cross estuary fleet trips when the wind 

blows in a suitable direction. Both of these activities 

may interest the cruising dinghy sailors. 

 

Lest the term “Racing” puts you off, regard the 

around the cans days as a cruise in company, no 

spinnakers allowed. Perhaps when we get good at it 

you may want to compete for silverware but not in 

2008 eh! 

 

The Cruiser/LBSA section of the club is nominated to 

provide working parties to help the Captain in routine 

winter maintenance on two occasions. These dates 

are 27th January and 24th February, as usual turn out 

in old clothes, lots of rough work to do between the 

hours of 10am and noon. 

 

 

Abersoch Mirror Week 
By our roving reporter - David Harris 
 

During the 5 day event 3 Dee boats took part in a 

75 boat fleet: Pompidou, which finished in 15th 

place, was helmed by James Douglas and, later on 

in the week, by Jonathan Harris and crewed by 

Robert Douglas with the occasional help from 

mum, Alison. Well done Robert!  

 

Other boats include Hazelnut, sailed by James 

Hazelwood and Alex Douglas, which came 28th, and 

Deefender, which was helmed by Alex Harris and 

crewed by James Middleton , and which came 37th 

and claimed the oldest boat award. 

 

All 10 races were held thanks to favorable winds 

and warm sunny days. The juniors also enjoyed all 

the social events which accompany Mirror week.  

Great fun was had by all.  

 

SCYC held its annual Regatta in which Alex Harris 

came first in the Topper fleet and Jonathan Harris 

and Megan Wilton-Morgan came 4th in the 

Handicapped Dinghy in the Laser 3000 Virtual 

Insanity. In addition to this the club held various 

races aimed at encouraging all sailors to take part.  

Many thanks to SCYC for their warm welcome. 
 

 

Hunter Delta under Spinnaker 
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Dart 18 
By James Douglas 

The season started with the UKIDA Grand Prix at 

Easter, we had 26 entries with Dee SC fielding 11 

boats.  Gareth was not around this year and Alan 

Kernick from Stokes Bay kept up his recent good 

form to win the event. Pete Spedding topped the 

local boats in 3rd place, closely followed by Will 

Thompson in 4th. 

  

On the road then Will attended many of the TT 

events flying the Dee Sc flag along with Geoff and 

Jenny Lloyd and Simon and Mike Moruzzi for 

selected events.  The Nationals were held at 

Weymouth and Portand, well they were but it was 

too windy and the event was not completed. It was 

re-run at Worthing later in the year and in  very 

close run thing Gareth was just pipped at the post 

in the last race. 

  

Gareth and Will paired up for the international 

circuit and duly won on the their first outing 

becoming French national champs, allez les roast 

beefs, and also sailed in the Swiss champs before 

the worlds. 

 

The worlds were held on Lake Garda and Dee SC 

had 5 boats competing. Gareth and Will 8th, 

Geoff/Jenny 42th, Simon and Mike 53rd, Mat 

Pollock 96th and Chris and Anna Aspinal 102nd all 

out of 123 boats. 

Gareth and Will won two races in a series in which 

the normal thermal winds did not follow the usual 

pattern. 

  

The DSC club champs for Cats was won by Simon 

and Mike in a Dart 18 (yo!) 

 

At the Royal Yorkshire DART 18 TT we had a Dee 

SC winner in the form of Johnathan Harris crewing 

for Marco Manganelli. Will and Zander (wanderer 

returned) came 2nd. 

 

 

This year we saw a new set of junior crews coming 

through into the fleet with various Dad's, having lost 

their crews to higher education , turning to 

sons/daughters to fill the void. We look forward to 

the young crews, 11 and upwards developing their 

skills in 2008. 

  

During the year we had two new faces in the fleet 

being Ollie Shaw and Ian Smith so welcome to them 

and hope to see you all out in early in 2008 to 

practise for the Dart open which is at Easter (22/23 

March) so not much time to get ready!! 

  

For the 2008 season we will once again be running 

the Dart 18 premier series along side the normal club 

series. The idea being that we can be more assured 

of good turnouts on those days as there is no clash 

with Dart 18 TT events and/or junior events. 

  

Please note we have two work parties to help out with 

so please put a date in your diary for 20th Jan and 

16th March. 

  
See you in 2008 

Dart 18’s on the Beach at the annual Dart open at Dee.  
Photo by Dave  Clements 

Fleet News 
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Fast Cat News 

Looking back on 2007 seems a little like déjà vu: 

another incredibly windy year, with lots of full-on 

action and very few ‘drifters’ and none that I recall on 

a Sunday. Then I remember that at this time last year, 

while there was a hard core of sailors representing 

the fleet, the numbers weren’t huge. To all intents we 

have doubled our activity in 2007, with new teams on 

Spitfire and F18s: Swallow, Klingon II and a change of 

owner for Deelirium. Amazing then that two of these 

have sustained most of the ‘activity’ in the year, with 

a dislocated knee, dislocated shoulder and relocated 

stern between them. 

We’re shaping up for further growth in 2008, with a 

new-to-the-club Nacra 6.0 in the boat park (it would 

be good to meet you Mark), and a recent drop-in 

from Andrew (Roo) with a Topaz 16 Cat looking for a 

home. Which brings me on to thinking about 

broadening the scope of the fleet to include 

spinnaker cats in general. Spinni boats tend to favour 

a windward/leeward course, without too much 

navigational complexity or multiple hoists and drops 

per lap. The invitation is extended to fast twin-wired 

spinni skiffs, although the author notes that these 

tend to like resting on the ODM a little too much… 

Team White Tiger dominated the results, never 

missing an opportunity to get some high-wind 

practice, and finally proving that Spitfires don’t 

capsize as a matter of necessity. After three 

successful years, we’re going to try something 

different: a Shadow for me (solo, spinni cat) and a 

choice of rides for Jonathan. White Tiger will stay at 

the club until Spring at least, so if you would like to 

try fast fun and furious catamaran action, please let 

me know – I’d love for her to stay at the club with a 

new helm. I am certain that the results next year will 

look very different. There is a lot of competition for 

places, and quite a variety of finishing positions 

across the various series, with very few points 

separating teams at the end of each series. It won’t 

be enough to just turn up, and neither will putting 

in a few wins do the trick. Next year’s winners will 

have to work for it, and that’s got to be good news! 

Simon 

 

Picture of a Shadow Sailing – Remember how it’s supposed to look.  
Something tells me this isn’t what we’re going to see at the start of 
the year from the ‘boy stannard’! 
 
Photo courtesy of www.shadowsailing.org.uk 

By Simon Stannard 
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Junior Handicap Dinghies 
By David Ewing 
 

Firstly I would like to thank David Harris for all his 

hard work and enthusiasm as fleet captain over the 

last few years and I hope he continues to give his 

support and knowledge to us all (especially me) for 

many years to come. 

 

Let me introduce myself, to those of you who don’t 

know me or have failing memories,   I have been a 

member of Dee (with my son Charlie) for over two 

years and joined as a complete novice with no sailing 

experience at all, but have caused quite a “splash” 

with our Mirror  and have ruffled a few feathers down 

on the lake (especially the big boys on Monday 

nights) I have still a lot to learn but as any newcomer 

to the club knows there is always someone to ask for  

advise and help, and if you don’t ask you get told 

anyway. 

 

As part of my new role I am tasked to contribute and 

review the last few months of the season in the junior 

fleet. Mmm! Thinking of were to begin I thought that 

David Harris would be my best source of material, 

and to my good fortune a draft of the review had 

already  been penned by him:- 

 

After a quiet Summer Series with so many of the 

juniors away on holiday, the Autumn Series has seen 

a renewed interest from some together with the 

arrival of some new members.  On this score we  are 

delighted to welcome Danny Holland and Kieran 

Liversage with a Laser.  Also in Mirrors we welcome 

Adam Welsh, Miles Goodliffe, and Cameron Rattray. 

 

Weather conditions with wind speeds between F2-4 

have been ideal for getting everyone out on the water 

safely and as yet the water has not been too cold to 

deter those who may just take the plunge!! (Capsize 

practice only of course). 

 

Fleet News 

Looking forward to next season I hope we can 

start were we left off with the excellent Saturday 

turnout of 6 – 8 mirrors, toppers and other 

dinghies.  I hope I will have all the parents 

support and help, and would fully appreciate 

anyone’s help with the 

tasks of towing boats, Rigging, supervising and 

organising the races.  

 

I would also like to see more families getting 

involved so if you know anyone who would like to 

try sailing ask them down and we would make 

them welcome. Also for the older ones and the 

more experienced I would like to organise some 

very small cruises on the tide in the summer. 

 

Here’s to 2008 

 
Dave Ewing 

Tony ‘Action’ Marsden and Cameron Rattray on Jay-Bee 
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Optimists 
By Pete Spedding 

 

The Grand Plan 

 

Another year over and the Optimist’s have had an up 

and down year.  The downs have been the poor 

turnout at the lake. 

 

The Ups continued success of the Oppies on tour. 

Dee sailors have won, indeed dominated several 

Open meetings this year. Its fair to say that the Dee 

Oppy sailors have probably done more to put Dee SC 

on the map than any other class.  We have enjoyed a 

successful training day on the lake for the 

experienced sailors pulling in others sailors from the 

north west. 

 

So what about 2008? Well a couple of our star sailors 

have moved on into Laser and 420 but they’ll be 

back!  We also have 3 of our sailors training for next 

season with the Zone squad in preparation for the 

bigger events and the plans for next year are nearly 

complete. 

 

The 2008 sailing programme will include for the first 

time “official Optimist training sessions”. The Oppie 

training will be for allcomers and each session will 

be run by one of the following teams: 

 

• James Douglas and Alex or Cam 

• Simon Moruzzi and Michael 

• Charles Hazlewood and James 

• Me and Sophie and Max 

  

We also may have the option to use the Rya training 

staff for a session if numbers are big enough. 

 

While we have arranged for the most experienced 

Oppy sailors and their Dads to commit and complete 

training with the Oppy fleet we hope you can commit 

to coming down with your boat and the kids and 
joining in the fun!  

There are 6 sessions in the current draft 

programme this will be extended to 8 as soon 

possible. In addition we will continue to have 

racing each Saturday as advertised.  

 

If you would like further details of the schedule or 

if you’d like to use a club Oppy or purchase your 

own, please contact me there are small number of 

boats available within the fleet. 

 

In 2008 OOD’s will be allocated and published - 

ensure you take your turn and organise the racing 

and have Puffin available. If you cannot make 

your allotted date please swap or let Iain Blair or 

myself know and well change your date. 

 
Look forward to seeing you all and don’t forget 

bring your mates in 2008.. 

 
Pete. 

Cameron Douglas Sailing at West Kirby Marine Lake on New years Day 


