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DEE SAILING CLUB 

As I am sure you are all aware next year is our Centenary, a 
huge landmark (or should I say racing mark) for the club. 
We are to hold the Dart 18 Nationals for the first time in 
August over four days. This is a very prestigious event for 
the club to hold. Plans are already in hand, but offers of 
help would be most welcome. The Regattas are to have a 
massive makeover with a three-day event to be held on the 
Dee by West Kirby and ourselves again this is in the planning 
stage. Dee would hold our regatta on the Saturday and have 
a centenary regatta party that night.   
  
 The national pastime of complaining about the weather I 
think is just for this year. 
We have not been blessed with kind winds and sunny days. 
The Dart Open was affected by the forecast and the 
weather, we only had one days sailing and numbers were 
down. That however did not stop everyone having a good 
time. Throughout the season numbers were down in all 
fleets, which is a concern. By the time you read this, the 
general and sailing committees will have held a joint 
committee to find ways of improving turnout. 
  
 Although the year is not quite ended, it is likely that the 
Club will have made a significant loss for the year. This has 
mainly arisen because of a decrease in the amount of bar 
sales and because the Club has been hit by a number of 
unbudgeted expenses. Bar turnover is likely to be 25-30% 
down on last year with the resulting surplus down by around 
50%. Repairs to damaged RIB outboards have cost around 
£3,000. We have spent some £1,300 on the Causeway plus 
water, electricity and waste disposal costs are some £6-800 
ahead of previous years. In addition the weather for the 
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Dart Open was so atrocious that the expected support was 
lacking so that, despite the best efforts of the organisers, the 
event incurred a substantial loss compared with a useful 
surplus in earlier years. The financial reserves of the Club at 
the year end will, therefore, be somewhat depleted. 
 
Earlier this year the Committee decided that the costs of the 
proposed rear extensions to improve storage and boat 
maintenance cover were beyond the Club’s resources, 
especially since grants from hoped for sources had been 
declined. Nevertheless, there remains a need for some, at 
least basic, cover to ease the carrying out of winter work to 
the Club’s boats. It is perhaps unlikely that a basic project 
can proceed in time for the coming winter (bearing in mind 
the permissions which will need to be obtained) but it needs 
to be considered a priority for the future. 
  
Many of you will have heard that the 60hp RIB and trailer 
were stolen at the end of September. The Club’s insurance 
have now paid out, the Club now has to face the hard 
decision as to whether it has the resources to maintain three 
RIBs rather than two. 
  
Wirral BC has recently raised an objection to the Club’s use 
of the back field. At the present time the Club has made 
representations to the Council to allow it to retain the use of 
the field and a further report will be made in due course 
when the outcome is clearer. 
  
  
The Club needs “new blood” to join the General and Sailing 
Committee’s and to undertake the duties (and fun) of Flag 
and other Offices. Please, be willing to come forward. It is 
your Club and some of those who have been actively involved 
in running the Club for many years are in need of a rest! 
  
  
 

Dece mbe r 2008 

By Mike Hilton 

 

Social Diary Dates 
Centenary Hot Pot  
10th January 2009 1930hrs for 2000hrs 
Tickets are £18 from the bar and include the 
hot pot supper and evening entertainment 
(not dry cleaning though) 
 
Prize Giving 
January 25th 2009 1400hrs 
 
Dates to be announced  
Open Day 
Commodores Cruise 
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Sailing Committee Contacts      
sailing@dee-sc.co.uk 

 
Rear Commodore Ian McLean 
Sailing Secretary Mike Dodd 
Captain Mark Wearing 
Dart 18 Fleet 
Capt 

James Douglas 

Handicap Cat 
Fleet Capt 

Simon Stannard 

Mono Hull Fleet 
Capt 

Jenny Blair 

Optimist Fleet 
Capt 

Pete Spedding 

Junior Fleet 
Captain 

Dave Ewing 

Cruiser Fleet 
Captain 

Greg Cooper 

LBSA Fleet 
Captain 

Roger Davey 

Dart 16 Rep Paul Oliver 
Safety Boat 
Coordinator 

John Oliver 

2009 Subscriptions and Storage Charges 
 
The 2009 subscription notice is enclosed with this Mainsheet. This 
is completely revised and some background information is 
needed. The annual subscription rates have not increased since 
2006 so members have benefited for the 2008 year. However as 
reported by the Commodore the year will probably end with a 
financial loss. Under Rule 19 the General Committee can alter the 
amounts of Annual Subscription in line with the Retail Price Index 
(RPI) movement rounded up to the nearest whole pound. The 2 
year RPI increase is 8.6%.  The General Committee agreed to 
increase Annual Subscription rates by this amount rounded down 
to the nearest whole pound. Standing Orders are similarly 
adjusted. The Committee also resolved to revert in future years 
to  annual increases (if applicable) as most other clubs and 
associations do. 
 
The question of boat storage charges and race entry fees was 
referred to the Sailing Committee for review. They recommended 
that Race Entry fees should be discontinued for club series races 
to encourage more turnouts. This has been accepted for 2009.  
The storage charge system is complicated to administer and not 
equable to all boat owners using this facility. Hence it was 
recommended by Sailing Committee and accepted by the General 
Committee to simplify arrangements. For the facility of storing 
any boat (including its trailer) during a calendar year (or any part 
of the year) a boat storage charge will be made of £78 from 1 
January 2009. On a similar basis, a  trailer which is unconnected 
either with a stored boat or with a boat moored in the Estuary 
(being boats for which a storage charge has been paid) or a 
tender, there will be a trailer/tender storage charge of £52. Both 
these charges can be paid by standing order at the rate of £7.50 
and £5 per month respectively provided that the standing orders 
are set up to run from January to December each year. For a 
lesser period the monthly standing order rates will be adjusted to 
receive the full annual equivalent.  
 
 A weekly storage charge paid in advance will be made for boats, 
trailers and tenders which only begin storage in the second half of 
the calendar year but, for the remainder of that calendar year, 
the standing order facility will not be available.  
 
These rates are set as a service to members in order to encourage 
members to sail boats but the Club needs to protect itself from 
becoming a dumping ground for unused items and for effective 
“wrecks”. In such cases, a commercial charge rate (£8 per week 
from 1 January 2009) will be applied. Late payments will carry 
interest at 4% above the Club’s bankers’ base rate. 
 
Every member will need to examine their Subscription status and 
storage needs carefully and submit the new Annual fee or update 
their Standing Order accordingly. Please also complete and return 
Club Handbook Update form at the same time even if your boat or 
address is unchanged as this avoids errors in the Club Handbook 
and keeps the Fleet lists and database accurate. 
Cruisers/Yachts/Motor boats laid up since 1 October must pay the 
2008 rate prevailing up to 31 December 2008. 
 
Chris Weston 
Hon.Membership Secretary.  
 
  
 
 
 

Notices 

Remember the club is open on the 
following days: 
Wednesday ……………….2000 – 2300 
Friday …………………….1800 – 2100 
Sunday ……………………1200 - 1500 

 
 

Working Parties 
 
Working parties will take place on Sunday mornings over the 
winter.  There will be a rota for fleets but please feel free 
to turn up and lend a hand whenever you can.  Use it to 
work up a thirst for a pint in the bar afterwards.  Your fleet 
captains will let you know what days your fleet will be doing 
what. 
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Sailing Committee Report 
 
 
The programme for 2009 is now down to the fine tuning 
stage, the biggest event in the centenary year 
programme is the UKIDA  Dart 18 National 
Championships, this is a prestigious high profile event 
and we will need plenty of help and support to make it 
run smoothly and well and truly confirm that Dee is 
‘the place’ to sail cats. 
 
For the first time since Noah was a lad we will not have 
a Dart open meeting over Easter weekend, instead we 
will have some special races including a Round Hilbre 
and a pursuit race on the Good Friday and Easter 
Saturday, yes that means that Easter Sunday and 
Monday are free for DIY 
 
There will be a special race and associate social for the 
centenary year, the two river race, start at New 
Brighton finish at Dee what could be easier. 
 
Cruisers will be well catered for with a variety events 
through out the season and August will see a Phantom 
open meeting 
 
Again we will be making full use of the Marine Lake 
with junior racing and training on Saturdays and the 
Mono Hull Lake Series on Monday evenings 
 
Within next years Wirral and Mersey Regatta Series will 
be a three day Regatta held on the River Dee, the three 
days will stand alone as a series and of course the 
results will count towards the main Wirral and Mersey 
Regatta series. West Kirby and Dee sailing clubs are 
working together to organize the three day event 
Friday will be a River Dee regatta, Saturday will be 
Dee’s Regatta and Sunday will be West Kirby’s Regatta, 
which of course means that we have the ‘Regatta do’ 
on the Saturday night! 
 
Winter work parties will start, as tradition dictates, 
with the Dart 18 fleet turning to bright eyed and bushy 
tailed on the Sunday morning after the Hot Pot supper, 
their own choice. The rota for work parties will then be 
every Sunday and run on a fleet by fleet basis until all 
work is done at the end of March, or at least until Mark 
says he’s had enough of us and tells everybody to go 
away, go sailing and leave him in peace. 
 
 
 

One of the sailing committees biggest challenges for 09 
is to encouraging sailing both within the existing fleets, 
(we want boats on the water rather than just boats in 
the dinghy park), and with a strong emphasis on junior 
sailing and forging links with local schools and scout 
troops etc. We are also looking at the RYAs On Board 
scheme, which would help us to attract new active 
sailors but would also require enthusiasm and help from 
a cross section of members to help us provide junior 
training to RYA levels. 
 
Sailing will kick off with a brand new series ‘The Dee-
Icer’ which will start on 1st February and run on 
alternate Sundays through to the start of the Spring 
series on 29th March.   
 
We have unfortunately had to accept the fact that the 
technology is not yet available to enable us to tow an 
inflated bouncy castle behind Dawpool to the Hoyle 
Bank for the Commodores Cruise however following on 
from the success of this years beach golf, Andy our 
Centenary Commodore is arranging for a full 18 hole 
course to be constructed on Hoyle bank. 
 
So plenty to look forward to sailing wise in 09, and in 
the mean time please get in touch with any ideas and 
offers to help promote sailing at DSC. 
 
 

One day folks, one day!! 

Sign up for news from your fleet: http://www.dee-sc.co.uk/email/ 
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Cruisers 
By Gregg Cooper 
 
We had a few races round the local cans in 2008, which I for 
one enjoyed, perhaps because I won one. There were forays 
into the wider estuary a lot done by Dave Gardner and Vic 
Allen. Weather as always did its best not to help and the 
tide times at the end of the season were also a hindrance 
however not bad for our first attempts at doing a few things 
in company. 
Next year we have a trophy for first Dee small cruiser home 
(On handicap) in the regatta. (Gareth won it in 2008 don’t 
forget to turn up for the prize giving Gareth). We also should 
look forward to the Commodores cruise to the Hoyle Bank 
always a good day out and the only formal “Cruise” arranged 
each year for the whole club. Cruiser crews get a lift by RIB 
to the boats an hour after high water and in the evening 
back on the moorings again the RIBs put us back ashore. So 
it’s all laid on together with beer and barbecue on the Hoyle 
bank so don’t miss it. The next time we are having a “Long 
distance” race starting at the D1 buoy and sailing out past 
Hilbre to round HE 2 or 3 and return to HE4 by which time 
the Barbecue should be ready. Winner gets another silver 
pot. We will be doing local round the cans races again when 
the weather precludes getting out into the estuary for a 
cruise in company and for the years races another pot will 
go to the most successful boat. 
We will have a get together at the Club one Sunday 
lunchtime soon to take views and make further 
arrangements. 
 

 

Handicap Monohulls 
By Jenny Blair 
 
Hi all, I’ve only recently taken over the class captaincy so I’ll 
try and recap to the best of my ability what’s been happening in 
2008. 
 
Turn outs for the Sunday sailing this year have not been as high 
as in previous years, if anyone has any ideas about how to 
rejuvenate this please get in touch with the sailing committee, 
who in my short time with them have shown a real enthusiasm 
for the club, and moving it forward.  
 
In contradiction to the Sunday series the Lake series has 
bloomed, and turn outs have been consistently high with some 
great competitive racing. We have actually had 21 and 18 boats 
take part in the lake series early and late respectively with Ian 
McLean winning both.  
 
It looks like the phantoms have cleared up the silverware again 
with some very impressive sailing and dedication from Ian 
McLean and John Pryer, and the phantom numbers have been 
boosted by Dave Ewing buying a very nice looking boat. Myself 
and Iain have admitted defeat on our 49er project and have now 
sold it and moved on to a B14 which is still quick but much more 
manageable, on its maiden voyage Iain and Johnny Harris beat 
all the other dinghys and cats competing in the club 
championships. The most unmanageable boat in the club now 
rests firmly with Paul Owen and his RS700! Paul Oliver has got a 
brand spanking new RS500 which looks really interesting, and 
Michael Dodd is getting some good results in the Enterprise. It 
has been really nice to see Bonzo back out after a break with 
his Solo, and to add some news from away Simon Bates took 
part in the Laser EPS nationals and managed to win one race 
taking 5th place overall.  
 
I Hope you all have a Merry Christmas and lets hope we all have 
a great 09 with some fantastic sailing.  
 
 
 

Fleet News 

Vivacity 20 

Iain and Jenny with their new weapon 
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All Change in the Fast Cat Fleet 
 
As 2007 came to a close, I knew I had enjoyed my sailing for the 
last three years. Life was made easy by the combination of the 
Spitfire, with its light weight and substantial downwind sail 
area, and a crew who was as keen as mustard. Jonathan Harris 
had mastered the art of managing everything in front of the 
rear beam, and as a consequence White Tiger had a few wins to 
her name. As the season drew to a close, I couldn’t help 
wondering if I could ‘go it alone’ and do as well. As the 2008 
season unfolded, I knew I had a challenge on my hands! 
 
For anyone who doesn’t know, I swapped steeds to the 
Spitfire’s little sister: the Shadow. This is a single-hander 
catamaran, also lightweight and fast. And feisty too. If I 
thought the Spitfire was ‘tippy’, was I in for a surprise! 
 
So L’Eau and I went out for some early season sailing, and as 
the only Fast Cat in the Warmup Series, we were guaranteed 
victory. My main goal had been to practice all those jobs that 
Jonathan used to do, as well as keeping a lookout and staying 
upright. The short courses with the mono-hulls were a little 
frustrating, and on several occasions I only managed to set the 
kite just in time to drop it again. I remained philosophical, 
thinking how I would be honed to perfection before the real 
competition began. How foolish! 
 
Warmup turned into Spring, and as newborn lambs appeared in 
the fields, so little white bouncy boats soon abounded around 
the Dee Estuary. Most notable amongst them was Swallow, with 
Carpe Di(ee) Em in hot pursuit. Whereas Carpe Di(ee) Em’s crew 
(Colin and Mike) appeared another year older and wiser, 
Swallow’s crew (Richard and Alex) appeared another year 
fitter, with Alex Harris especially having benefited from what 
my Grandma would have called a growth spurt. These dudes 
were strutting their stuff in a manner befitting Gul sponsored, 
testosterone fuelled, champions elect.  
 
The records show that the first day of the season didn’t 
happen, at least on the water. I vaguely recall much posturing 

 

Fast Cat News 

in the boat park as boats were rigged and primped for the 
season ahead (but I might have made that up). When the 
Spring series finally kicked off with two races, Swallow shot 
out of the blocks for two immediate wins, laying down a clear 
marker of their intent. However, Carpe Di(ee) Em were 
performing RO duties, and had kept their powder dry. Next 
time out So L’Eau took the first win, but was forced to retire 
for the rest of the day. Pieter Gregory was now out of 
hibernation as well, and not content to follow around while he 
warmed up, he allowed Swallow a single win before taking the 
other for himself. Carpe Di(ee) Em were struggling, missed the 
first race, and swapping thirds and fourths with Jonathan who 
was soloing a Dart 16 and had taken second in the first race of 
the day. It’s probably fair to say that at this stage everyone 
was fancying their chances with firsts and seconds liberally 
spread around the fleet. As the season rolled on, more boats 
emerged, but Swallow set a pattern with repeated wins, while 
So L’Eau and Carpe Di(ee) Em traded seconds and thirds, 
although usually in So L’Eau’s favour. 
 
At this point I must thank Alex for assuming some Harris family 
duties, often reminding me just in time that I might benefit 
from the full complement of equipment before leaving the 
beach. I wish he’d been there to stop me from setting off 
without the dagger boards – a Fast Cat without dagger boards 
can drift downwind, but that’s about it. Not useful when 
launching in a cross-shore breeze. The walk back wasn’t at all 
embarrassing, but only because everyone else was already 
afloat… 
 
Summer was a short series, again dominated until the 
penultimate race by a string of wins by the Swallow team. 
Another pattern was emerging: regardless of who was out, 
Carpe Di(ee) Em would be fairly consistently third, and 
everyone else could score anything from a second to a fifth 
depending on how their day was going. So L’Eau took the final 
win as a consolation prize, with Swallow now having the first 
two series wins under their belt. 
 
Champagne was closer, with So L’Eau leading until the final 
day, when Swallow put in a couple of wins to take the series 
by a narrow margin. Three out of three ain’t bad though! 
There were second places for Animal, Klingon II, Deelirium, 
Pitch Pole Pete and So L’Eau in this series, while Carpe Di(ee) 
Em chose to finish either first of third. 
 
Autumn was destined to be the big one: 27 races scheduled, 
and 22 raced! When I tell you that Carpe Di(ee) Em lost it by a 
single point, you can only imagine the rivalry between them 
and Swallow! So L’Eau tried to get amongst them, but I have to 
admit that as this series drew to a close, Carpe Di(ee) Em 
started putting in second places at my expense. 
 
Racing this year has shown that everyone is capable of winning 
on the day, and certainly be in the top couple of places. To do 
well overall though, you “have to be in it to win it”. 
Congratulations to Team Swallow, clearly dominating the 
results.  
 
On a broader front, the fleet were well represented at many 
other local and national events, including Angelsey Offshore 
Dinghy Race, Carsington Cat Open, Instow Shadow Open, 
Rutland Cat Open, Grafham Spitfire and Shadow Opens, and 
Reg Fest (Spitfire and Shadow Nationals). 

 

 

By Simon Stannard 
 
 

Quick take the picture whilst he’s upright! 
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 Junior Handicap Dinghies 
By David Ewing 
 
First year of being in charge of the juniors/mirror fleet 
and I can now appreciate how good Dave Harris was. 
They were big shoes to fill and it was a steep learning 
curve but I muddled through and have learnt a lot  
I must thank all the mums and dads who have helped me 
and offered there services as race officers. Without you I 
don’t think there would have been any racing all summer. 
Global warming was playing its old tricks again lots of 
strong winds or no wind or oodles of rain. 
Highlights of the year, not many but the days which were 
good we had some really big turnouts with several classes 
having some really competitive racing. 
I was very pleased to see Diane getting her feet wet and 
buying a “topper” well done and Julie is now” too good 
for us” and is getting involved with the “Cats”. Good luck 
but keep coming down on Saturdays 
 
 

Fleet News 

Also, the Ratrays are really coming along with Mum 
making dad look a little bit of a novice as she 
courageously races around. 
I have also got Max Ewing involved he thinks he can 
now sail my Mirror but unfortunately put a hole in 
mikes “enterprise” (good repair Mike). Also young 
Jake is coming along very well and hopefully will be 
winning some races next year. 
A few changes next year with race results I will be 
asking for them to be E-mailed to me (as if you hand 
them to me I will lose them) the same weekend and I 
will make sure that they get countered. 
After Christmas the club will be having working 
parties doing the odd maintenance task on Sunday 
mornings if anyone can help check the web page and 
come along 
If I have forgotten to mention anyone I apologise and 
again thank you all for your help and support. 
I wish you all a Merry Christmas and I will see you all 
next year. 
 

Cam Douglas had very successful year, pictured here 
being present with an honesty award by Dame Kelly 
Holmes and Minister for Sport, Gerry Sutcliffe , MP at 
the National Talent Camp 

Charlie and Max relaxing at Budworth SC with the event winner Tom 
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On the travel front Simon Moruzzi, Geoff and Jenny 
Lloyd  and Will Thompson have keep the Dee SC 
burgee flying. Will managed to finish 4th in the 
National Travelers series .  
 
Three teams consisting of Will Thompson and Jenni 
Donovan, Peter Clements and Mat Pollock and Geoff 
and Jenny Lloyd made the long trip to Workum in the 
Netherlands for the Dart 18 World Championships in 
August.  They faced some challenging conditions with 
the breeze at the top end of a F5 on the first 2 days.  
Will and Jenni managed 2 top ten finishes on the 4th 
day after racing was cancelled on the 3rd day.  Day 5 
saw very little wind and eventually led to racing 
being abandoned at 1500.  This left Will and Jenny in 
19th, Geoff and Jenny in 37th and Mat and Pete in 56th 
out of 109 entries!  The winners were the French pair 
of Emmanuel Dodé and Billy Besson in a 25 year old 
boat!! 
 
2009 is a historic year for the club being the 
Centenary and also we will be hosting for he first 
time a UK Sailing national championships, for the 
Dart 18. 
For some months now we have been planning the 
event with a small team lead by Andy Goudie. We are 
planning to give a briefing to all members at the 
prize giving on the 18th January. We really do need 
support and I would encourage you to come down to 
hear all about it. You may have some contacts that 
would be useful and help us to save costs. 
 
That’s it, apart from wishing you a Happy Christmas 
and good sailing in 2009. 
 

When it all goes wrong in 25 knots of breeze! 
Photo Claire Matches 

Off the start line 
Photo Claire Matches 

Dart 18 National Championships 
Dee Sailing Club 

 
20th – 23rd of August 2009 

 
http://www.thenationals09.com 

“Be a part of the action” 

Dart 18  
By James Douglas 
Worlds Report by Pete Clements 
 
This year saw a consolidation in the Dart 18 fleet with 13 
boats taking part in the series racing and 12 at the Dart 
Open at Easter. The fleet racing numbers were up on 
2007 which is good news as this has been gained through 
new regular sailors such as Ian Smith and Ollie Shaw. 
Mike Peddie and son Adam have recently joined us, Mike 
sailed Dart 18s at Dee a few years back. 
 
This year has also seen many of the juniors crew in the 
18s and again the class proves it value as a development 
option for young sailors moving on from oppies and 
wanting to crew.  We have seen Julie Harris, 
Cam/Alex/Robert Douglas, Sophie/Max Spedding, 
Mike/Katie Moruzzi, Ollie and Ian sons and Jenny 
Donovan all crewing in the 18s. 
We have even seem our first junior helm (Cam) take 
initial steps (with nervous Dad crewing). 
 
 
 


